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ing of the Muslims into France in the spring of 732
A.D. The torrent of Muslim conquests pointed twenty
years before to the crushing of France, that is to say,
when the Muslims crossed the Pyrenees for the first time
under Musa ibn Noseir and occupied Septimania. They
then overran the valley of Rhone and Acquitaine more
than once- The kingdom of the Franks was at that
time busy with dissension, fighting for authority and
leadership till Karl Martel became mayor of the Palace;
he then spent several years to establish his authority
while his rival and antagonist, Eudo, Duke of Acqui-
taine, received alone the blows of the Saracens. When
the danger of Islamic conquests was more imminent
and approached to the north as far as Burgundy,
the Franks were alarmed and the Germanic tribes
of Austrasia and Nostria rose to defend their dominion
and existence*
The danger was real and impending this time;
the Muslims had then crossed the Pyrenees with the
greatest army they had amassed, and the most fully
prepared since the conquest. The commander of the
Muslim army was the energetic, brave and able Abdul
Rahman al-Ghafiki, the greatest Muslim soldier who
ever crossed the Pyrenees. He gave proofs of his
ability, as a leader, since the battle of Toulouse when
he managed to save the Muslim army from pursuit
after its defeat and the murder of its leader Al-Samh,
then to retire to Septimania. The Prankish chronicle
exaggerates the strength and preparations of Abdul
Rahman's army; it estimates its strengh at four hun-
dred thousand men, besides large numbers of men to
colonize the conquered lands.12 This estimate is
evidently an exaggeration. The Arab chronicle esti-
mates it at seventy or eighty thousand men, which
is "more reasonable. This famous Muslim invasion and
the magnificent army inspired the imagination of the
modern European poet; thus we see that Southey says
in his ode on Roderick, the last of the Gothic Kings: